












INTRODUOTION

The fishezoies of the C01'dovaarea progressed, for th~ most par"l:,j

satisfactorily thl"OU[Shout the 1961 season. An exception l..Jas the razor

clam fisher-y 1'1hich produced' the lO1Vctrt case pack in the histor;r of the dig.

Since the introduction of a kin~ crab fishery on an increased scale in 1960

this ·fishery dllring 1961 HilS some1Vhat disappointing 1"11th no appreciable

inCrfl3.Se over the 1960 season~ . Expectations for a ma.jor king crab fishe1"Y

were evidently premature as'present utilization does not indicate much hope

for expansion in 'the neal" future.

'l'be salmon fisheries # with minol· excep·tions, i-lere satisfactory during

196L The drift g;ill l'1et. l~ed salmon fishery an Copper-Berin[( Rivet' flats

; shol"led a subst.antial im.prov81nent over the past three years • The improvement

in ca~ch of red salmon along with a decrease in numbsr of fishsrtnen particj.";'
-</~..-"

pating produced an increased economic retturn amountll1g to a sea~on average

)Qfabo-ut$3,665.00.

One of the brightest spots in the salmon fishery was the 1h10xpected

ret1J.i"u ofla.!'ge numbers of pink salmon to the southern and €las-teril 1i1atel"S of

Prince Willi?JIl Sound. A ver::r limited salnonpU!'seseine sea.son 'WlS antici-

pa.ted ll1 1961 based on Fish and 1'JiJ.dlife SSl'vice records of the spmming

escapement of pink salmon in 1959.

The purse seine fishery pr,oduced a case pack (48~1/} ca.ns) of ,approxi~

mately 122 J 39B cases 1~1ich co~pares to the 1960 pack of 70,554 ~hen the entire

PJ."ince t'1illiam Sound area 'toJaS open to fishing. Because of the poor eXpocta-

tions for a purse' seinef:i.sheZ:Y",many of the boats normally fishing Prince

ltlil1ia'mSound l-mre registered for other areas. This left. a relatively

light purse seine fleet, 102 units~ to participate in, the fishe~J which
i.

y~esulted in an average catch per boat of about 22,,000 salmon.
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